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*Berlin: Moscow's abolition of the Office of the
Soviet Commandant in Berlin is intended to remove
the most important remaining symbol of four-power
responsibility for all of the city. The timing of the
22 August communiqué of the Soviet Ministry of De-
fense probably was dictated by renewed Western in-
sistence that the USSR acknowledge responsibility
for East Berlin by participating in a meeting of the
four commandants to deal with means of easing ten-
sions within the city. Like most Soviet and East Ger-
man moves with respect to Berlin, this action is one
more step toward obtaining in advance one of the
practical results which would be provided by a peace
treaty.

Although Moscow's decision to abolish the Com- /
mandant's Office probably does not foreshadow an

early breakoff of bilateral talks with the US, it does
suggest that Khrushchev has decided there is little
chance of obtaining further Western concessions at
this time and that he now is mainly concerned with /
strengthening the USSR's position for signing a sepa-

rate peace treaty, :

.

The Soviet move does not have any immediate
practical effect on Allied military access to West
Berlin, Responsibility for "control over the move- /
ment of personnel and supplies' of the Western gar-
risons has been transferred "temporarily" to the
commander in chief of the Soviet forces in Germany,
Moscow apparently does not intend to withdraw from
the Berlin Air Safety Center (BASC)and thus abandon
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% ’ its control over military air a i %
/ _ Tho failure of the o y air access in the near future, %
% o mason g | uommumqué to refer specifically /
/ 5C's future s ggests, however, that some move /
% ’;;l)asyulgief; fﬁzl(l)lfe;;lngfr access to East German control %
/ oscow also may be prepared to perm e Ul- '

% b;;:iclz\t/I regime 1to inco};';oorgte pEg,stdl?t:erEiin iniifotil:]he Itjir- %
. Foquiroments designed o gin ALbed recognition o .
% it.s sox,rereignty over East Berlin or to accept exclu-
/ gion. Z
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% ' [Jodia:] Prince Sihanouk has called on the %
% Us fgd o:her participants in the n(f}eneva conference %
21 | foo Cambodia®s nedtratity and tomitery toySuaran-
% f&lthgughbhglhas us:d t;gyrec(ir:te ?ﬁgfgrgg:fiﬁy' /
% border incidents as justification, the proposal is a /
% .step toward his long-cherished goal of a neutral belt /
% across Southeast As’i_at.] %
% rotéﬁlel Communis_,ts probably \yill we%come Sihanouk's
% ist" solution for South Vietnam. - St qeomeor2l”

% his .proposal as a test of foreign attitudes toward Cam-

% bodia: "We will be able to affirm that negative or

% evasive answers will come from false friends.|
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% . Israel-Syr.ia: Syrian trgops have repeatedly

% sinee 20 August. A Syrian military gpokesman said
. on 21 Bugust tha the fring u (ot time hud been
% zone and of a ""defensive' area on Lake Tibefrias.

% In one instance the Syrians reportedly directed mor-
% tar and recoilless rifle fire at an Israeli patrol boat.
% The UN Truce Supervisfion Organigation is con-
/ IC:irn—ed (ﬁ:erot hsvef)acgrthatezl;?e:‘vas trlllemfafzsinlcleseuil; °
% agac.linlzltalszl‘lae{i bozzfi):s. ° 'lll‘he inciggits in Ll/}arcf led to
% an Isragli reprisal raid ar}d UN Security Council con-
% sideration of the border situation, | | 25X1
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